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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

By Isla MacMillan 

Hey students, do you ever wonder 
what your school used to be? And parents, 
have you ever thought about what has 
changed since the opening of Crabapple 
Crossing? Well, we have a firsthand recount 
of how this very school was in 1993-1994!  

Collin Garner attended this school 
from 1993 to 1994, in the fourth and fifth 
grade. Apparently, we had some 
conveniences since we were newly built. “It 
was brand new and a big upgrade over my 
previous school across the street,” Collin 
says. You may not believe it now, but back 
then, his old school didn’t have air 
conditioning! “We were happy that we 
finally had air conditioning during the 
summer/spring months.” I’m sure everyone 
agrees.  

These days, we have a spelling bee to 
test our diction and memory, but when 
Collin was here, they had a different kind of 
bee, and winning it was one of the most 
memorable events of his education! “My 
favorite memory was winning the inaugural 
school geography bee when I was in the 
fourth grade. I remember standing on stage 
receiving my trophy and seeing my proud 
parents and friends,” Collin says, describing 
his experience. In contrast to then, many 
students in Crabapple Crossing compete in 
the spelling bee, of which another will 
happen again next school year.  

Collin enjoyed 5th grade the most,  
mainly because of his supportive teachers 

and good friends. “…we had a teacher 
named Dr. Bennet that encouraged students 
to be fierce thinkers and formulate their own 
curriculum. Also, the friends I made in 
5th grade are still my friends today. A few 
were even at my wedding.” Though he was 
only at CCES for a short two years, he 
still cherished the moments he had in fifth 
grade.  

After he finished elementary here, 
Collin went to Haynes Bridge Middle school, 
which is still there at Haynes Bridge road, 
Alpharetta, GA. CCES was not only a great 
school, but also a great foundation. Collin 
says, “Crabapple Crossing provided me a 
great foundation as a student. I went on to 
attend law school and now work as an 
attorney for NAPA Auto Parts.” One of 
Collin’s last words with us were how much 
he appreciated this school for what it was. “I 
loved my time at Crabapple Crossing, and I’m 
grateful for my teachers that supported me 
during that time.” Well, thank you to Sonia 
Terry and Dr. Bennet and whoever else 
encouraged him during his days of 
elementary school!   

  
For a couple of years now, Dr. 

Cheatham has been a great principal. But 
when Collin was a kid, it was a bit different.  



  
                                       

   
 

 

 
His principal was named Sonia Terry,  

and along with names changing, ideas did 
too. “Through a raffle, I actually got to be the 
principal for a day when I was in the fifth 
grade.” I did not believe this when I first 
heard it, but then I thought about it. Before 
COVID-19, we had plenty of raffles! And 
even now, we pull tickets for PBIS. This was 
probably a regular raffle, occurring maybe 
once a year. Even so, it seems exciting, and 
fun! “I got to do the school announcements 
and even sit in on meetings,” says Collin. His 
experience being a principal sound good - he 
sat in on meetings! If that was not cool 
enough, he got one more privilege. He got to 
hold a walkie talkie all day! If these are the 
things that started and ended back then, 
what kind of things will be improved and 
added to the school today? Send or write Dr. 
Cheatham a note, letter, or e-mail with ideas 
and concerns for or about the school. 
Anything you might be thinking about, just 
send it to Dr. Cheatham and she will consider 
it too! Get your creative juices flowing and 
tell her why it is so clever. Send her one of 
your brilliant ideas or disappointments or 
things to improve on.  I am sure she will love 
your feedback!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Collin Garner at CCES: 
 

 

Collin Garner now: 

 

  



  
                                       

   
 

 

 
WORD OF THE MONTH 

 

By Isla MacMillan 

 
Hey colts! If you could think of one 

person who needs appreciation, who would 
it be? I think the whole CCES staff needs 
some praise and recognition for keeping our 
school running, and students for learning 
gracefully in the school.  

PBIS this month is respect, so that 
means that we not only do what they ask us, 
or tell us to do, but also to respectfully and 
gratefully accept the things that 
teachers give us.  And not just gifts, but 
also opportunities. We all have an 
opportunity for greatness in our 
education, if we just take it and be grateful 
for the chance we have. Let us all give a hand 
for Dr. C and the whole staff!  

PBIS does not just go to respecting 
teachers, but our classmates and kids in 
other grades. Take 5th graders for an 
example. They might be having a hard time 
moving out of elementary school, or feeling 
a lot of pressure, so it is important that we 
all be kind, graceful, and respectful when 
talking to or about them. Or think of the 
5th graders in a sense of how well they treat 
you. If they are nice to you, you would want 
to be nice to them back. Part of RESPECT 
is treating others the way you might want to 
be treated.   
 

 

 

GOOD NEWS FRIDAY 

By Kaitlyn Davis 

 It is time for some good news Friday 

where we tell you about some good things in 

life, and not be focused on all the bad things 

in life.  Today’s story is about a girl who 

donates all her birthday money to a 

homeless man who returned her 

grandmother’s wallet.  This kind homeless 

man did the right thing and it paid off.  

Evelyn Topper dropped her wallet with her 

grandmother when they were leaving a 

coffee shop.   The man later called Evelyn 

and told her that he had found her wallet.  

When she came to pick it up, she figured out 

that he was homeless and did not have any 

money.  So later, the granddaughter came 

back and gave all her birthday money to the 

homeless man bringing a smile to his face.   

 

We thank everyone that was part of the team 

creating this month’s edition of the newspaper. 

Isla MacMillan 

Kaitlyn Davis 

Andrew Brooker 

 


